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TWO PEOPLES BAY BUSHFIRE — INJURED FIREFIGHTERS 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [2.01 pm]: I wish to inform the house that 
on Friday, 12 October four Department of Environment and Conservation firefighters and two firefighters from 
the local bush fire brigade were injured during a bushfire on private property near Two Peoples Bay Nature 
Reserve east of Albany. Two of the injured DEC firefighters were flown to Royal Perth Hospital for emergency 
medical attention for serious burns. The latest advice I have is that one remains in a critical condition and the 
other is in a stable condition. The other two DEC firefighters and two local bush fire brigade firefighters received 
medical care at Albany Hospital and have been discharged. Two DEC fire trucks were destroyed in the blaze 
while two other DEC appliances and a bush fire brigade unit were damaged. 

The incident was under the control of the City of Albany, with the Fire and Emergency Services Authority 
assuming control of the fire late Friday afternoon. DEC and the Forest Products Commission provided resource 
assistance immediately on Friday morning due to the proximity of the fire to Two Peoples Bay Nature Reserve 
and softwood plantations on the private property involved. The exact events leading up to this incident are being 
investigated by WA Police, DEC and the Fire and Emergency Services Authority. 

I would like to acknowledge staff from Albany Hospital and Royal Perth Hospital, St John Ambulance and the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service for their rapid response to the incident and the subsequent treatment of the patients. 
DEC continues to provide support and assistance to the injured staff and their families and the other DEC and 
Forest Products Commission staff who were part of the bushfire response. I would also like to acknowledge the 
assistance of the Fire and Emergency Service Authority’s chaplaincy service. It is a mark of the commitment of 
the state’s firefighters that they continued to combat the bushfire, knowing their workmates had been seriously 
injured. They are to be commended for their efforts given the enormous personal strain they must be suffering. 

On behalf of the members of this place and, indeed, the people of Western Australia, I extend our sincerest 
thoughts to the firefighters who are in hospital, their families and friends, and their workmates in this difficult 
time. I conveyed this message personally when I visited Albany this morning and met with DEC, FPC and FESA 
staff and volunteers. To those injured firefighters: we recognise and commend your bravery and courage in the 
face of such adversity. Our thoughts and prayers are with you. 
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